
Dear Parents and Friends, 

I was very proud to see how many of our students 

took the time and made the effort to participate in 

the Benalla show.  At yesterday morning’s as-

sembly, I invited all those children who had en-

tered something into to the show, to come forward 

and there was such a crowd that it took us until 

nearly 10 o’clock to acknowledge them all!  

WOW! 

Well done to all of you – budding cooks, garden-

ers, lego builders, horse riders, artists, pet han-

dlers – AND, the ‘best looking boy in Benalla’!!!!!!   

Most importantly, these students are actively 

contributing to and participating in their local 

community, which is so important. 

Congratulations too, to the poets from Grades 5/6 

who acquitted themselves so well in the Victorian 

Bush Poetry Competition. We were treated to a 

rendition of Banjo Patterson’s ‘Clancy of the 

Overflow’ by Brad O’Meara – no wonder he was 

awarded first prize!  Other winners were Elizabeth 

Hoysted for her original poem ‘Wednesday Blues’, 

which we also heard at assembly, (please don’t 

keep Elizabeth in any more Mrs Schneider),  Dy-

lan Sammut who won first prize in the ‘free verse’ 

section,  Ruby Mahon, Hannah Robinson and 

Julia Dann.  What a wonderful effort and great to 

see such a great Australian tradition being 

passed on to the next generation. 

 Thankyou Alison Schneider and Sam Hazell for 

encouraging and motivating our senior students 

to take on this challenge. 

I also need to congratulate our wonderful Grade 

3/4 students.  Their behaviour at the Lake Nilla-

cootie Camp last week was just outstanding.  I 

have had nothing but incredibly positive com-

ments and feedback from all those involved. The 

weather was against us a bit – with rain most 

days of the camp, but the children took that in 
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Diary Dates 

2009 

October 

Wed 21st Promotions Meeting 

 Help needed to organize en-

try for Rose Festival st Pa-

rade in November. 

 

Sat 24 Square Dance Catering 

 

Mon 26 - Scholastic Book Fair 

Fri 30th 

 

November  
 

Tues 3 Melbourne Cup Holiday 

 NO SCHOOL 

 

Tues 10th Family Life 3 sessions 

 

‘BEN’ ‘ALLA

Term 4 Uniform Shop Open Hours 

 
To co-inside with Prep Transition 

Friday 23rd Oct     9.30-10.00am 

 30th Oct      9.30-10.00am 

Friday 6th Nov       9.30-10am 

 13th           9.30-10am 

 20th          9.30-10am 

 27th          9.30-10am 

 

Or alternatively fill out a yellow order form at the 

front office Thank You   



their stride and just got on with having fun 

whilst being responsible and respectful.  Well 

done Grade 3/4s. I am incredibly proud of you 

all.  Thankyou too to everyone involved in the 

camp – especially Alison Powell for her great or-

ganisation. 

Kind Regards, 

Heather Leary 

Prep Transition Visits 
Dates are: 

Friday 23 October 9:30am-10:30am Prep rooms 

Friday 30 October  9:30am-10:30am Prep rooms 

Friday 6 November 9:30am-10:45am Prep rooms 

   - bring a snack and drink 

Friday 13 November 9:30am-10:45am Prep rooms 

   - bring a snack and drink 

Friday 20 November 9:30am-12:30pm in Prep rooms 

   - bring a snack, drink and lunch 

Friday 27 November 9:30am-12:30pm in Prep rooms 

   - bring a snack, drink and lunch 

Please pass this information on to any parent you know who will 

have a prep child starting school next year. 

 

Enrolment forms are available from the office. 

Grade Prepõs Day at the Show 

On the weekend I went to the Benalla Show.  First we went to 

the circus, they did tricks.  The tricks were juggling on a unicy-

cle.  Then we went on the tiger slide and then the shark slide.  

We had our face painted and we went to see the animals.  Then 

we went on the teacups, it went round and round.  Then we 

went to get a show bag.  Then we went home and we sorted 

out all our lollies.  This was the the best day. 

Maddison Mailer   Prep OõMeara 

 

I went to the Benalla Show.  I went on the big slide.  I went on 

the merry-go-round.  I went on the teacup.  I got a showbag.  I 

went to the circus.  I saw a huge girl, she did heaps of hard hard 

tricks up high .  Then the next day we played.  We helped clean 

the house.  We went to the Show.  We got our faces painted.  I 

got a tiger and a pirate.  I loved this day. 

Cassidy Mailer    Prep OõMeara 

Benalla Womenõs Day Out 
Women from Benalla and the surrounding areas are 

invited to attend a free Womenõs Day Out at the 

Benalla Performing Arts and Convention Centre 

(BPACC) 

The event is for women over 15 and will be held on 

Sunday the 1st of November at 1pm. 

Women attending will be treated to : 

¶ Free admission to the movie FAME (rated 
PG) 

¶ Access to free childcare during the event 

¶ Free transportation to and from BPACC 
within Benalla 

This event is an opportunity fir women to come to-

gether for fun, enjoyment and to share information 

about health, wellbeing and safety. 

Tickets are available from: 

Bendigo Bank Benalla 

 Benalla West General Store 

Benalla Community Care-next to the hospi-

tal(limit 2 per person) 

For further information contact Elly Taylor on 

0357223009 

Benalla Womenõs Day Out is a women only event. 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our 

new Kitchen Specialist, Natalie Coghetto.  Nata-

lie will start classes in our kitchen on Wednes-

day 3rd November.  Natalie is a trained chef with 

more than two years experience teaching in a 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen.  Natalie will con-

tact all volunteers over the next two weeks to in-

troduce herself and confirm classes. 

Another exiting piece of news is that our new 

Benalla Primary School website is now up and 

running thanks to the hard work of Kristy 

Anderson and Sam Hazell. You can access the 

site at www.benallaps.vic.edu.au 

 

About 

Last 

week, our school got donated two new bikes that were 

big and blue from the Ride 2 School program.   

Mrs Schneider asked us grade 5/6õs if we needed a new 

bike and if we did, we put our name in a hat so I de-

cided to because my bike was demolished by my dog. 

Eliza and I were the only girls who put our names in. 

Then, on Monday, we drew the names out of the treas-

ure box. The first person to get called out was Nathan 

Exton (who was in my grade.) then she pulled out the 

next name and I was hoping it was Eliza for some rea-

son, but, it was actually me.  

When I got home, my dad had to put the seat down be-

cause it was too high, so now I can only just reach the 

ground on my tippy toes.  

I like my new bike a lot so now I always want to ride to 

school.  

By Rachael Healey  

http://www.benallaps.vic.edu.au


Alieshia King Prep OõM Great organization at the beginning of each day. 

Eshaya Rhodes-Orton Prep CC For fantastic effort on your retells. 

Ruby Desailly 1/2 W For consistently putting in effort in all areas. 

Logon Reed 1/2N Enthusiasm and work confidence with your writing. 

Brie Coppolino 1/2H Working tough to complete great work! 

Edward Mentiplay-Smith 1/2Mc For being a fantastic helper with possum talk. 

Braiden watts 3/4G For having a great camp attitude and giving everything 100%. 

All grade 3/4A For sensational enthusiasm on camp. 

Brodi Bunter  3/4A Giving all camp activities a R>H>G> even if they are a little bit 

òfreakyó. 

Julia Dann 5/6A Resilience when reciting your poem at the Bush Poetry Com-

petion 

Isabella Fragomeni- 

Holly Montgomery- 

5/6H A fantastic effort at the region sports. 

   

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 
Volunteers wanted 

Starts next Monday 26th October 
 

This week you will receive with this newsletter a catalogue about 
what books are available to purchase at the book fair.  Fabulous 
for birthdays and of course Christmas presents ð as it is only 9 
weeks until Christmas!!! 
Iõm sure it just slipped your memory to come and put your 
name down to help for the scholastic book fair.  We desperately 
need some helpers to co-ordinate this worthwhile event.  Itõs 
easy and fun and more importantly we are doing for the benefit 
of our children.  I understand there is the Square Dance catering 
on too but if you could just spare 2-3 hours, it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Please see Julie at the office to see the list and put your name 
down. 
Many thanks 
Yonnie Miechel 

Victorian Bush Poetry Competition 

 

Congratulations to grade 5/6 students who re-

cently entered the Victorian Bush Poetry Compe-

tition. 

Students entered their own poems, Elizabeth 

Hoysted came 2nd in the state, in the grade 5/6 

section. Dylan Sammut came first in the Free 

Verse section and Amelia Mentiplay -Smith , 

Julia Dann, Brad OõMeara, Hannah Robinson 

received Special Mentions. 

Last Sunday several of our students made us very 

proud as they competed in the Recital Section of 

the competition. 

It took a lot of confidence and many hours of 

practice to get ready for this big event. Congratu-

lations to Brad OõMeara , who came first and to 

Ruby Mahon, who took out the second place. 

Well done everyone, 

Alison Schneider, Sam Hazell. 

Family Life 
Dear Parents we will be hosting a Family Life Program, here 

at school on Tuesday 10th November. 

There will be three sessions as outlined , for different age 

groups. This is an excellent program. Our school is subsidis-

ing this program, so that no family will be disadvantaged. 

We will be asking for a gold coin donation to assist with the 

cost. 

There will be books available for sale on the night. 

Please return attendance forms, so that we know how many 

people to expect. 

Thankyou Alison Schneider. 

 

I won a bike at our school assembly on the 19th of August. One 

day the Ride to school program donated two brand new mountain 

bikes to our school, and Mrs Schneider came around for a raffle 

to win the bikes. I needed a new bike so I put my name in, and 

when my name was called out I was really surprised. Iõd won a 

blue bike with gears and was really happy. I want to ride to school 

more now. 

By Nathan Exton 



School Crossing 
 

Children and parents must use the school crossing when 

flags are displayed. 

This is a serious safety issue and a state and council law. 

 

Please do not cross at other parts of the street. 

 

 

 

TDA Young Performers Presents 

Guys & Dolls  
Broadway Junior Collection 

A musical fable of Broadway based on a story and characters of 

Damon Runyon. 
Music & Lyrics by Frank Loesser 

Book by Jo Swerling & Abe Burrows 
By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd agent for 

 Music Theatre International (NZ) 

 
BENALLA TOWN HALL 

 
Saturday October 24

th
 2009 

Two performances 
1.00pm & 7pm 

 
Adults   $15.00  Children  $7.50 

Enquiries:      Wanita 0400 122 661 

TUNGAMAH LIONS 

100,000 

& Bush Market  

Sunday 25th October 2009 

 
Event Organiser Les Harrison 

0357485682 or 0417301797 

3/4 CAMP NEWS 
Even though it was damp last week we had a terrific camp at Nillahcootie!  

I would like to thank all the students who were involved for their enthusiasm 

and great behaviour.  

Special thanks to two intrepid parents who assisted on the camp, Anita 

Murray (Abbie & Gemmaõs mum) and George Giannakis (Keeaõs dad) were 

indispensible! Thankyou for rearranging your schedules/jobs so that you 

could come with us. 

Also thanks to Kerry Masters who brought Jaydyn out to camp on Monday 

and Tuesday and involved him in the daily activities, to Janelle Fahey who 

brought Ryan out on Tuesday, and to Brad Hanrahan  for his help on Tues-

day and Wednesday, Mrs Andersonõs dad also helped out on  Monday !! 

More thanks to Sam Hazell who came out each afternoon and stayed for the 

night shift, to Jo Treacy who arrived Wednesday morning and to Jackie 

Gray, Kristy Anderson and Bob Powell, as group leaders on the camp. 

Thanks again 

Alison Powell 

 

 

Another Thankyou from  

3/4õs 

Thanks to the Benalla 

Astronomy Club who ran 

a fabulous night session 

at the camp despite rain 

and cloud the session was 

great with the students 

making models and look-

ing through telescopes. It 

was a fabulous session. 

 

 

A Big Thankyou to 

the parents who assisted 

with supper for the 

BPACC film night. Movie 

goers enjoyed a good 

laugh and a delicious sup-

per. 

Sue Hoysted & Kristy 

Anderson. 


